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à d e Edwards 1987 Battle ОГ - 
tee £ The Rock Bands Final 


So this is it - the big one 
for the three groups invol- 
ren. Anar I epe of 

ard s in e stage 15 
set for the Anal. The three 
finalists draw the straws, 
and coincidentally play in 
alphabetical order,: Ark, 
' Fayre Warning, Slowbur- 


-—e 


ner. They are competing a 
for the title, a weeks rec- oft 
ordingatRichBitchstudios, ist 
a BRMB session courtesy — his 
of Robin Valk (also one of gr« 
tonights judges), and alot col: 
of press in the Mail, Metal lac 
Forces and, of course,  thr 
Brum Beat. me 
First on are Ark and the the 
speed at which this group So: 
have picked up fans has dri 
been phenominal. For 2 rec 
| years no City centre venue gre 


| Ark first came to our attention when they mace their Кагсисс debut as support 
to the Huw Lloyd Langton Band (Jan 17,1988), Most impressed we were and zrabec 
Singer Tony Short and Guitar synth player Steve (proffesor) Harris just after 
‘their perforrance. NA — — | 
' First things first first,- the performance....Ark, who are they? well sone 
of the Howkfens were hoping it wes Are the band conected with Harvey Bainbridge 
but us London area people had obviously been missing something... judging by a 
coachload of fanatics from various parts of the country such аз Birminghan 
| and Milton Keynes. There was a buzz defore they hit the stage, and it soon 
: cecame clear why these people had rade the journey. Something is sturing and 
the irony of the fact that Marillion are charging ten pounds a ticket over 
Ke at Hamrersméth tonight and "KevéShaz"ere going cause they heard the last 
"Jg single cown the cisco. Aperfect night for Ark to warm up the liarovee...for warm 
LI 


would let them play, now T 

А they're clamouring for рге 

them! Probably the tight- rec 

est band on the club/col- ofi 

I lege circuit they have a bu 

unique sound duetoincor- fes 

orating guitar synth and We 
flute in their set up. Defini- 

tely an English band, the ` me 

group ng they would au: 

never bowtothe wishesof һе: 

others and cliched Bri 

Yank style rock.Thenear- hu 

est comparison is a very аз! 

| Reavy arillion, with the ke 

Ш emphasis on the guitars (th 

rthanthe keyboards. th 

They raced through a var- І 

ied 45 minutes set that no 

earned the ден appl- 19 

ause of the night. ac 

Next were fayre Warn- Ch 
ing. Last month | praised 
| them for their sheer ene- 
rgy and effort but tonight 

was very much an o 

night. Perhaps it was the 
pressure of the final but 
more mistakes were made 
in their three quarters of 
an hour than l've seen 
them make all year, with 
bassist Mark Vance in part- 
icular ruining the group's 
chances. I'm sure they'll 
get over this disappoint- 
ment though and expect 
to see more of them na- 
tionally soon - especially 
when guitarist Ralph Cor- 
dell, good though he is, 


stops ripping off the Free- 
bird solo on Riding High/ 
Back To You. 

Last on were Slowburner | 
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it up they did witn some very English prog!,- Ha! it won't go away, just as the 
[т] press think its on the run out соле the new wave and Ark join Jadis, Weo Goran! 
Comedy of Errors. vs i - ——— y 


— — a Ls - 


— 





| Ark аге a very powerful band, a very British tanc, their use of the fuitae- 
" .. > ` хэ > = : e à А ^ - > 
¡$ynth along YESS she i ead Guitar Gives them a lot of Scope, -sometinas 
I J coming over with the twin guitar attack of Thin Lizzy. The use y of the 
| |, Brute combined with sone tasty Celtic drum rhythzs Gives then a occasional 
; folky feeling. knthony Shorts stare nannerreminded me of the old music hall 
or maybe a market trader in a strange way, sometimes nerves showed but he 
has a personality and he comes over very well. Kis make up lacked a little 
bit, if your going to use make up..00 IT! ү 
The music drives on, very poverful,-"'onkey Gn A Stick" was a high and closed c 
| j the set with class, with a good healthy part ie d s ae 
) neaitnm rt ofthe + j 
traveling fans calling for on a che the crowd, not just the ` 
"pite ims i 0. Frog is alive and looking up as the 
| | р our ¡ect bounce with d j 3 
' 


when it slips "Corunication" elight. There аге; опе or two moments 
Жз ал like "Feed The кади E instace lacks any balls, but then there are 
^ | Fire with ruitars : - à ‘ ~ 
, ` La usina the sna ha tv 
and ы 3 ces in'hetwvoeoon РЯ 5 
Sounds, When the Varcuee choral society learns the word M neus 


greet. They heve some vell Crafted nonen 


sound anything like Marillion So don't 1 
UJ towards the nineties bounce bounce. 


5 its going to be 
t and on only one occasion did they . 
et the press fool you, we are vrogpin 
Ark have the seeds of Something.... | 





RUNRIG/ARK 
ASTON UNIVERSITY G 


Birmingham 





Runrig are what The Proclairr 
be when they grow up and x 
Country would doubtless kill 
band as potent as the high 
Scotland from whence the 
Ark, on the other hand are 
progressives, rabblerousing 
would-be' s. Sadly, they will it 
very big rather soon. So if 
follow the bouncing balls it 
well be theirs. 


St 











A | for those 
who EU (АМА) лж prog 
* = 


š 
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up that I've got a lot 
e for. Paul, the vocal- 
ving such power in 
mas he carries the 
» through with flying 
rs. Not that they're 
9 at all, coz these 
udes can kick some 
| riffs out between 
‚Standout was ‘Black 
full of emotion an 
ing with blues. Well 
гед by all there, a 
» that ын go far. 
| result was pretty 
ctable as Ark м - 
е honours with 4 out 
5 judges, with Slow- 
г putting up the stif- 
resistance as Fayre 
ing trailed in third. 
ult that satisfied the 
rity of the packed 
псе and I'm sure | 
1 judge and fellow 
Beater Andrew Cox 
asigmiy n- 
tupor-courtesy of Ark 
) and Edwards 


ree ). 
dentally entries are 
being taken for the 


com , Give me 
on 021 - 643 5835. 
rs. Dave Juste. 


* 





Birmingham Indoor 
Rock Festival report by 
HOWARD JOHNSON 
and PAUL MILLER. Pix 
KATIA NATOLA and 
IAN JACOBS 


RK (WHO I have the 
strangest feeling may 
have once been called 


Damascus) have the 
unenviable task of opening 
up this all-day Metal bash. 

Obviously a popular act inthe 
Midlands despite being what is 
commonly known as prog- 
rockers. Hopelessly out of date 
and out of synch with current 
trends, they nevertheless 
admirably avoided the obvious 
temptation to perform a series of 
ten-minute epics. 

Straining my ears! could detect 
traces of Jethro Tull, Focus and 
LD the much-missed Grace amongst 

the hour-long set (with USI 
having pulled out for reasons 
unknown it meant that the bands 


a Bin at the bottom end of the bill got 
be 2 to play longer) and, | must 
ids of confess, | found it all rather 
some... enjoyable. ` 
5 ulist With a voice that sounded like a 
Plon cross between Fish and Chemical 
= be Alice's Andy Grant and insisting 
‚ must on painting his face, early 
ght as Marillion was also gonna be an 
obvious comparison but, 
| although the likes of 

| Morris 'Kaleidoscope' and the sombre 


opening to 'Flag Day' did betray 
that influence, others, like 
‘Communications’ for instance; 
were far more sprightly and less 
backward-looking. 

Ark were by far the best of the 
minnows and scored a healthy 


ten out of ten on the Millerometer 


for having a sound engineer with 


Blood Feast T-Shirt on. PM 





‘ARK: “Communications ` 


(MAMA) FRE 
Ark are highly rated by the lads . 
from Birmingham's Edwards 
No.8 club, and hailed as one of. 
the most popular bands inthe ` 
region. Tony Short is on vocals, 
and although this is a low budget 
production, it shows promise; a 
sprightly Marillion-tinged ::.... 
performance with atune that 
nags atthe subconscious after 

. repeated plays. i 








The Demo... 


Like in the letter, I'm sitting in a 
125. The differance 18 that this one 18 
going to Gloucester and that I'm with 
Greg, Gavin, Carl and Philip. We're going 
to see ARK. There isn't much going on 
apart from Gavin eating Phillip's 
sandwiches, so I reflect as to why I like 
ARK. The demo they sent me ran to four 
tracks; the Scattering, Flag Day, Gala, 
and The Teller. The Scattering has a 
distinct Irish feel, being about the vast 
amounts of people who left Ireland to 
find their fortunes in America. Yeah, 
that's right like The Proclaimer's song 
except rather better, and they don't 
wear stupid national health zlasses or 
say "looook" in annoying accents. The 
song isn't the best on the tape, seeming 
to lose direction occasionally but it 
does achieve its objective in that it 
sounds very celtic. The drum rhythm plays 
а major role and at some points the 
vocals are almost on their own as far as 
tune is concerned, stressing the emphasis 
on the lyrics which the track requires. 


The lyrics also appear to be fairly good 2 


on Flag Day, but this track has much more 
melody behind it and has а much "fuller" 
feel. It also shows some nice flute parts 
and illustrates just how great their 
guitar-synth can sound, 


"Gala" 18 wonderful, the sort of song 
that makes you want to jump up and down 
when you hear it at a gig. There's a lot 
of guitar work involved and the vocal line 
fits in perfectly; it is worth getting the 





V 


р ЕРЕ рч 
АККЗЗЗ1 "1'11 tell yow a tale of 
mortar and stone": A compelling, 
folky narrative ballad, with 
clear-sounding,-rippling guitar, a 
minor key and a sad, plaintive 
flute (which ay Slavic blood 
loved), Apart from liking the 
number very auch, I think that it 
could achieve an unexpected 
popularity on a broader scale, 
with various different types of 
audience "out there," 


асарини 


... The Band 


tape just for this track. (Between 
mouthfuls of food, Gavin tells me that 
Gala was a pagan fertility goddess. 
Thanks Gav). "The Teller", like "The 
Scattering", has a distinctive folky 
atmousphere, relying on two acoustic 
guitars and the occasional flute to back 
up the very prominent vocal line of the 
Tale. One almost sees the picture of a 
travelling minstral when listening to 
this; Duncan tells me that this is his 
favourite track on the tape. I would 
disagree, but then that just goes to 
show how our tastes can differ. 





Eventually we get off the train and, 
after a breif stop for Gavin to buy 
himself a couple of beefburgers, we find 
The Man In The Bowler Hat - a sort of 
Yuppie pub with mock pine panalling 
On all the walls. 46 wait. And wait. 

No sign of ARK. We Wait. Gavin buys 
himself a beefburger. 


Apparently there was a crash ов the 

5 and the band were held up for a couple 
o” hours on their way down from Birming- 
ham, This is a pity because the last 
train leaves at 9:55 - still we have the 
time for a brief chat with guitarist, 
Fete Wheatley (the other members of ARK 
are; Tony Short - vocals and flute, Steve 
Harris - guitar-synth, David Robins - 
drums. The band have recently aquired a 
new bassist whose name I don't know.) 


The band, says Pete, have been together 
Гог about three years 
although their origion- 
al name was DAMASCUS, 
"We try to play English 
rock music with the 
emphasis on English," 
he continues. "These 
days there are so many 
bands pretending to be 
American." And what 
&bout the Irish feel on 
the demo? "Well, with 
that particular demo 

we decided to give it a 
sort of 'feel', rather 
than just put down four 
completely unrelated 
tracks. 4ith other 
demos we've tried to be 
commercial for the rec- 
ord companies, whereas 
that was much more of us" 





ARK CV 1988 DRY DOCK 

P.O. BOX 1198 MANAGEMENT 

HALESOWEN TEL: 021- 501- 2849 
RE A BIRMINGHAM BASED ENGLISH ARK ARE:- 
ROCK GROUP W/HO OBTAIN THEIR STEPHEN "PROFESSOR" HARRIS 
SOUND THROUGH A COMBINATION GUITAR SYNTH, BACKING VOCALS. 


OF THE FLUTE AND GUITAR SYNTH 
AND A REFUSAL TO GIVE WAY TO THE 


W/ORST TYPE OF AMERICANISMS. 
JOHN "JOLLYMAN" JOWITT 


BASS GUITAR, BACKING VOCALS. 


APPORT WITH THEIR AUDIENCE IS C" 

BASED UPON STRONG DISTINCTIVE _ GARY DAVIES 
PERSONALITIES AND THE ABILITY TO ——— 
PRODUCE HUMOUR AS WELL AS 

EXCELLENT MUSICIANSHIP WHICH 


MAKES ALL ROUND ENTERTAINMENT. ANTHONY SHORT 
VOCALS, FLUTE. 
NOW/N THROUGHOUT THE MIDLANDS PETER WHEATLEY 
HOME COUNTIES, WALES AND LEAD GUITAR, BACKING VOCALS. 


GLOUCESTER. THEY REGULARLY GIG 
AT THE MIDLAND UNIVERSITIES W/ITH 


GREAT SUCCESS; SUPPORTING HUW DAVID “WULFY” AVERY 
LLOYD LANGTON, ROY HARPER AND TECHNICAL AND PERSONAL 
MANY MORE! ASSISTANT 


ARK's FAN CLUB "THE FAMILY" HAS SPREAD INTO EUROPE 
AND GAINS MORE FOLLOWERS THE MORE THEY PLAY. 


ARK ARE ON THE MOVE , BE PART OF IT 
CALL US TODAY ON 021- 501-2849 


WOLFSBANE/STARFIGHTERS/T'LT/ 
MARSHALL LAW/REBEL/TOTA'LY 
SUSPECT/SLOW BURNER/ARK 
Birmingham Rockfest 

Goldwyns Suite, Birmingham 


11 o'clock in the moming. A time when most 
godfearing folk would be relishing the comfort of 
their beds on a bank holiday moming. The 
Rockfest, however, drew them forth out of their 
flea-ridden pits in their denim droves. The first 
Birmingham indoor rock festival's inaugaration 
ceremony began with inceptors ARK in unison 
with 700 rock fans and at its heady peak (during 
the STARFIGHTERS set) this number rose to an 
awesome 1300 plus. British rock dead? Someone 
obviously forgot to tell Birmingham! 

Regrettably this overall success was marred 
by a distinct and annoying lack of record company 
reps. Stupidity? Ignorance? Laziness? | think the 
answer can only be yes on all three counts. 

| guarantee you will never have the 

gress to witness this much talent on one bill 
ever again. The cream of British rock totally 
annhilated any misconceptions that have been 
eagerly fuelled by the British music industry's 

Y obtuse and downright dangerous recent policies. 
British rock is alive, thriving and sporting a dirty 
great hard on. It's never been healthier! 

ARK are nothing like MARILLION. | say this 
because of the constant and cruel comparisons. 
Collating ARK and MARILLION is a ridiculous 
exercise in the extreme for ARK are everything 
MARILLION, PALLAS, IQ, TWELFTH NIGHT are not 
and would dearly love to be. ARK are exciting, 
fresh, vibrant and laden down with a monstrous 
degree of natural talent in all departments, but 
what makes them so unique is that they employ 
this boundless energy in whatever so direction 
they choose. In short, they take risks, they dare to 
be different — they're the only truly progressive 

, band out of all those thus far mentioned. ARK 
recognize no musical boundries and can slip quite 
happily from lilting medieval folk to excessive 
power chords. ARK ignore the rules and utlilize 

, everything at their disposal. 

E There are minor gripes naturellement, the face 
paint | deem unnecessary and slightly precocious. 
| just think ARK are way beyond such antics, they 
don'tneed it. 1 also feel just a little concemed at the 
use. of a stuffed ape as a stageprop during 
"Monkey On A Stick" but the crowd dig it so who 
am | to complain? 

ARK's set is damn near perfect, deviating and 
twisting along the blatantly commercial pop 
powersurge of "Communications" to the technical 
intoxication of "L'Ark" and onto the nearest thing 

: руе heard to a rightful number one this year, the 
gorgeous "Through The Night’, a tune of prime 
JOURNEY pedigree but with that necessary ARK 
spice to distinguish it. Pete Wheatley's guitar solo 

N was particularly impressive, reminiscent of 
САСА 5 lan Crichton. So how does one define the 
ARK sound? It's so diverse and fluid that nailing it 
down completely is an impossible task. The 
essential basis of ARK is the guitar/guitar synth 
interplay that demands constant attention. This, 
allied with a rhythm section that refuses to stay in 
the shadows and constantly surprises, gives 

“Te | ; E , vocalist Tony Short vivid splash of background 
Акту @ colour with which to paint his captivating and often 
poignant lyrics. 
5 2 ^ Ç ARK are the complete package, | advise all 
Me VAL Го PCES devotees of MARILLION to check them out | 
predict a pleasant shock! Oh, by the way, the 
— | loved it. 
June 25. эй GARRY SHARPE 






















>= pigeon-holing them like t 
ms Of Mr.Jones' but they've brought it up 


A.M есогаз (AMA 0102) themselves, fact. But reall 

-- . you should own a few albums — = 
Just р the scene downat like this, | know | do. They m ed 
some pin Halesowen. Ark соте in well handy, cause you l 


Ark are highly rated by the lads 
from Birmingham's Edwards 
No.8 club, and hailed as one of 


are Кпосф 
shandies, Y 


back the lager 
a look of 


never know when you'll want 
to whip the Exodus album off 























з pathologicaff@atred about and tune in to something a lit-- the most popular bands in the 
Bihem. All Бес ёр some utter tle more thoughtful. l've. region. Tony Short is on vocals, 
presos at Ñ Hammer already played ‘Through The ano pitnougn Пи 2) pw nuaget 
23 roduction, it Snow ; 
шап’! тапа Мо review Night’ more times than most sprightly Marillion-tinged 

















‚album with ention- 
larillion, 
1 worst of all G 


bloody рага 


of the thrash albums I've sung 
Night, the praises of this year, and for 
sis,in this quite beautiful track 
! alone, despite the crappy 


performance with a tune that 
nags at the subconscious after 
repeated plays. 











in 
1.0. 
the 












































Sorry Wil s. Guilty as С печ. speeding up bit at the end, 1! 
The o Mence bein ll gladly wish Ark all the luck in 
what i you do- n the world. 

faced wit album whe 
lead singWllewants to W 

Genesis eragmeter Gabriel 4 



















bad he дое work at theg 

local McDona wearing not ADVERSITY ` 

the regulation miform, but: "(st It All ? 

a bloody Big flo jostume? ic Ears Records (i 






So why did | bestc 
upon 'The Lamb ! 






urstars 1 
¿Down  *** 




























pe ARK Hard can  somet 
— рош фиг head to a pul; 
leave y pndering why 
: took risk, but ı 

+ albums: il 281 It All’ 





their O your st 
you know WilbAdversity, 
“come froni couve 
M „Canada have е up w 


E = goog; put fu 
au 4 (á ` re: > | ! » t 
! Ray n | ing y 

867 






















































and ^ 
М -Thess guys ji 


Dona | : actual? 
On lainey High t I 
then? Well, I've gota snea 
affection for this kind of 
Loathe. Genesis, y'und 
tand! But i'm a sucker for t 
last two: Marillion albums, so Ч 
I'm prepared to- give this the 
benefit of the doubt. They can 
play all ur .As usual with - 
prog-roc к groups, they put far 
_ too high^à value on musician- 
ship, and e enough on feel 
and blind instinct. But that 1 
can live with, as long as | can 
wallow irí the last couple of 
numbers on side one, the 
slowies ‘Through The Night" 
and ‘Kaleidoscope’. Like the 
gloriously maudlin. moments · 
of “Misplaced Childhood’, this 
angst ridden tosh sweeps me 
against my better 
stincts. My head says 'this i$: - 
age' but my heart-says 
















I will most certainly be 
these two many a time 
rly hours when, well 
can't get too sen- 
h Slayer y'unders- 

| 






precious blend of metal p 
guitars slicing in and oui Pero 
walls of rhythm, chuggi 

- hammering and heavy, but 
weight never drags you do 

. The pace of Brendan's dri 












Moore d T Pau: $ Tek 
"There's quite alo 
scene," he que. perc nen ren 


no high-level ор —— 
UA and shame on 


TIED t and E wi; 
: ca ivt MA 















: Quite so: 





J.B.s, DUDLEY 
September 8 


last saw Ark. At the time 

they were faced with the 
daunting task of opening Birm 
ingham Rock festival. They wen 
down a storm then, playing (0 6 
bleary eyed bunch of en 
thusiastic rockers at 11 am on: 
Bank Holiday Monday, a time 
when most self respectinc 
people would be fast asleep ir 
their pits, let alone 150 mile: 
from home 
Ark were not faced with such < 
difficult situation this time , anc 
they gave the home crowc 
everything they'd got. As the 
intro faded and the lights cu 
through the smoke, filling the 
small club with an air of anticipa 
tion, the band steamed inte 
‘Gaia’. The thudding bass о 
John Jowitt and the powerfu 
cutting chords of Steve Harris 
(guitar synth), and Peter Wheat 
ley's powerful guitar, got the 
faithful fans, all clad in black Ar! 
T-shirts, leaping up and dowr 
and generally going ape. 
It was at this point that singe: 
and flute player Anthony Shor 
sprang into action. It's througt 
Mr. Short that Ark get thei 
undeserved tag of  beinc 
Marillion/Genesis clones. Ad- 
mittedly Anthony does sound 
similar to Peter Gabriel and 
when covered in greasepaint, 
he does slightly resemble Fish. 
But when you listen to his voice, 
and Ark's music, there is some- 
thing there which makes therr 
very British and very much theii 
men. At least they play sensibly 
short songs and not three hou: 
epics. 
Ark played debut single ‘Com 
munications’, ‘Kaleidoscope, 
‘Powder For The Gun’ (whict 
went down extremely well), anc 
‘Through The Night’, a beautifu 
ballad, which was greeted witt 
cheers. 
Ark are in a make or break situa 
tion. The chances of this banc 
doing very well for themselves 
are high. They have great songs 
and their stage performance 
captures the imagination from 
the outset. On the other hanc 
they may disappear into the wilc 
blue yonder, through no fault o 
their own, just the brainwashec 
attitude many A&R men have tc 
progressive rock. Don't fall intc 
the trap. See them, buy thei 
album and make up your owr 


mind. STEVE SCHOFIELD 


74 METAL HAMMER 


i ts been six months since 


АКК 


c/o DRY DOCK MANAGEMENT 
P.O. BOX 1198 

HALESOW/EN 

WEST MIDLANDS. B63 3LJ 


Tel: 021-501-2849 








With Compliments 








